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MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome 
 
 The Chairman welcomed the Members of the Committee and 13 
Members of the Public to the AGM. 
 
It was stated that the proceedings of the Meeting would be recorded for Minute-
taking, the tape to be deleted when the Minutes had been written. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
 Apologies had been received from: 
 
   Sheila Howard  - E.P. Scottish Dancing 
   Mr & Mrs Duffy  - Duffy Dance 
   Simon Cross  - E.P. Parish Council 
   Keith Freeman  - Table Tennis Club 
   Sally Parkinson 
 
3. Minutes of 37th AGM 
 

The Minutes of the 37th AGM of the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall 
Foundation held on Saturday 15th July 2017 were agreed and signed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Matters Arising 
 

The Miller Barn Floor continues to be monitored.  The floor shows signs of 
wear and tear and will be repaired/replaced as and when necessary.  
Hirers to be informed of any major works to be undertaken. 
 
The fact that no Hirers Meeting had taken place during the preceding year 
was raised.  It was pointed out that telephone and email communication 
with the Hirers had continued as usual.  The Chairman stated that recent 
personal unforeseen circumstances had made it very difficult for him to 
attend meetings.  A Hirers Meeting would be arranged soon. Hirers would 
continue to be informed of any relevant works/events. 
 
With reference to the Village Collage Re-instatement Campaign, the 
Chairman stated that the Collage was now in the care of the Parish 
Council.  If the Parish Council requested a meeting to discuss the Collage 
with the EPKVH Committee, that would be arranged but the Committee 
would not discuss this matter further with anyone else. 
 
The Chairman was asked to comment on the new Fire Alarm System 
installed in the building.  It was explained that when the Fire Alarm 
sounded, the Fire Doors would automatically close and the building had to 
be evacuated. 

 
5. Nomination Forms 
 

No Nomination Forms had been received.  More Forms are available in 
the Library. 

 
6. Chairman’s Report 
 

The Chairman regretted that a Hirers Meeting had not been convened 
during the last year.  It was hoped to rectify this soon. 
 
The Chairman reported a year of consolidation with the hiring of the Hall 
being at almost full capacity, an increase in ‘Regular’ Hirers and numbers 
continuing to improve. 
 
Wi-Fi was about to be installed in both Halls. 
 
The Chairman regretted that It had not been possible to improve the 
Website as intended. 
 



Reference was made to the forthcoming departure of the Treasurer.  If no 
volunteer was available to take over this role, it would be necessary to 
employ ‘outside’ Accountants.  The increased cost incurred would 
subsequently have to be passed on to the Hirers of the Hall. 
 
The Chairman regretted that he was unable to give the EPKVH 
Committee more time and appealed for a Deputy to help in promoting the 
Hall and improving the Website. 
 
The complete replacement of cables in the roof of the Miller Barn due to 
damage by wildlife (squirrels) had resulted in unexpected expenditure.  
 
Savings had been made regarding the renewal of Insurance of the Halls 
payment of which had been retained by the Committee. 
 
The Chairman enumerated the various areas of on-going expenditure 
necessary to maintain the Complex to the high standards demanded by 
Insurance, Health & Safety, Fire Regulations, Electrical and Asbestos 
Surveys and the new Data Protection Regulations. 
 
A new Defibrillator had been donated to the Hall by the British Heart 
Foundation. 
 
It was hoped to maintain the occupancy of the Hall and the standard of 
accommodation provided.  

 
The Chairman welcomed the new Parish Council Chairman (present) and 
the appointment by the PC of a new Liaison Officer, with whom he hoped 
to meet later in the week. 
 
The members of the Committee were thanked by the Chairman for their 
contribution to the running of the Hall. 
 
There being no questions, the Chairman invited the Treasurer to give her 
report. 

 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
 

The accounts for the period 01.04.16-31.03.17 had been signed off by the 
acting Accountants, Moore Stephen on 18.10.17 and made available on 
the Charity Commissions Website.  A summary had been prepared for the 
37th AGM held on 15th July 2017. 
 



The same procedure has been adopted for this financial year April 2017-
March 2018, the accounts now held by Moore Stephen to follow when 
approved. 
 
The investment of £30K with Scottish Widows, due to mature at the 
beginning of August will be re-invested, possibly elsewhere to improve on 
the Interest Rate of 0.80% paid on a 1-year Fixed Term A/c earning 
£243.48.  A small amount remained to be paid. 
 
The summary showed an improved overall income this year of £41.805., 
the additional £2,866. being mainly attributable to an increase in weekend 
Hirers. 
 
As at 3rd April 2018 the Hall had 25 Regular Hirers and had welcomed two 
more in April and May 2018. 
 
Details of the expenditure figure of £33,266. were available on the 
Summary provided and were self-explanatory. 
 
There were no outstanding bills and all invoices had been paid in full. 
 
The Treasurer conveyed her good wishes to the Hall for its future success 
and trusted that it would continue to be used by the Village for many years 
to come. 

 
8. Resignation and Election of Committee Members for 2018 
 

In accordance with the Regulations governing the East Preston and 
Kingston Village Hall Foundation, the entire Committee resigned. 
 
The members of the Management Committee willing to stand for re-
election, with the proviso that Mrs Linda Coote, Treasurer, would be 
leaving the Committee at the end of the year, were as follows: 
 
   Mr John Melser 
   Mrs Linda Coote (until 31.12. 2018.) 
   Mrs Toni McElroy 
   Mr Graham Merrington 
   Dr. David Milnes 
   Mrs Barbara Moody 
 
A Proposer and Seconder for the Proposal was requested by a show of 
hands. 



 
The re-election of the Committee was Proposed by Mrs Christine 
Merrington-Trice and seconded by Mr Richard Shadrack. The Motion was 
carried with one against (Mrs J. Wallace). 
 
Mrs Wallace was asked what she would have the Committee do.  Several 
suggestions were put forward but an invitation to join the Committee was 
refused. 
 

9. Any Other Business 
 

A request was made to re-align the Speakers to facilitate improved sound 
for one of the Dance Hirers.  This is to be investigated. 
 
The representative of the Ladies Badminton Club asked whether it would 
be possible to leave the chairs put out in the morning in place for the 
Dance for Fun Club in the afternoon.  The Bookings Secretary agreed to 
check whether there were any other bookings between these two Clubs 
and contact the Representative in due course. 
 
The Committee was asked to make their request for help with the 
Christmas Decorating of the Hall earlier this year.  The Bookings 
Secretary apologised for the late appeal last year due to personal 
circumstances. 
 
The refusal of the Committee to re-instate the Collage was again raised 
as a cause of sadness. The possibility of displaying the Collage elsewhere 
within the Complex was suggested.  The Chairman replied that no 
objection would be made to placing an enlarged framed photograph of the 
Collage in the corridor of the Village Hall, with a note of where the actual 
Collage could be viewed.  
 
Reference was made to bird’s mess on one of the windows.  It was 
observed that it was very difficult to clean the glass on the field side of the 
Hall due to the metal mesh guard in place to protect the windows from 
cricket balls.  The Premises Manager to deal with this. 

 
10. Close of Meeting 
 
 The meeting closed at 13.35 hrs.  

 
 
 



 
 

  
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


