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EAST PRESTON & KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL FOUNDATION 

52 Sea Road, East Preston, BN16 1LP 
 

Registered Charity No. 293292 
 

THE 39th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
of 

The East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation 
Saturday, 27th July at 13.30 hrs. 

in the Warren Room 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chairman welcomed the Members of the Committee and 24 Members of the Public to 
the AGM. 
 
It was stated that the proceedings of the Meeting would be recorded for Minute-taking, the 
tape to be deleted when the Minutes had been written. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies had been received from: 
 

Simon Cross    Parish Clerk EPPC 
Keith Freeman   Hirer Table Tennis 
Sally Parkinson   Hirer Tap Dancing  

 
3. Minutes of 38th AGM 
 
The Minutes of the 38th AGM of the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation held 
on Saturday 16th June 2018 were agreed and signed. 
 
4. Matters Arising 
 
There was a request from a member of the public for the minutes of the AGM to be uploaded 
to the website within a month of the AGM as waiting for a year made it difficult to remember 
what was discusses.  It was agreed to upload the minutes as draft and in addition minutes 
from the Village Hall committee meetings would also be uploaded once signed off. It was 
agreed to also add the previous three years committee meeting minutes. 
 
There was concerned that as the public toilets close around 7.00pm that evening hirers are 
often disturbed by people knocking on the door asking to use the village hall toilets.  This is 
contrary to the hirers agreement and could also be a safety issue.  A sign is to be put up to 
the effect that toilets are only open for village hall users. East Preston Parish council (EPPC) 
chairman stated that the toilets are managed by an outside company and the times of 
closure are out of their control. 
 
The temporary location of the Village Collage in the library was of some concern now that 
the West Sussex County Council (WSCC) are looking at library closures and Mrs Amoo 
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wanted it minuted as what would happen to the collage should the village library close. Re-
hanging the collage in the village hall on the flint walls would go against advice from the 
Health & Safety Executive and the insurers would not cover the committee if there should 
be an accident.  As committee members can be held liable for any claims it had previously 
been agreed that the collage would be displayed in the library.  If the library is under threat 
of closure there would need to be discussions with the Parish Council as to where it could 
be displayed. 
 
 
5. Nomination Forms 
 
No nomination forms had been received. 
 
 
6. Chairman’s Report 
 
 

Chairs 2019 

Report.docx  
 
 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
 

Treasurers Report 

2018-19 v1.docx  
 
 
8. Resignation and Election of Committee Members for 2019 
 
In accordance with the Regulations governing the East Preston and Kingston Village Hall 
Foundation, the entire Committee resigned. 
 
The members of the Management Committee willing to stand for re-election were as 
follows:  

 
Mrs Toni McElroy 
Mr David Milnes 
Mrs Liz Taggart 
Mr Graham Merrington 
Mrs Nicola Adams 
Mr Roy Allen 
 

A Proposer and Seconder for the Proposal was requested by a show of hands. 
 
The re-election of the committee was proposed by Mr Nigel Penny and seconded by Mrs 
Judith Akhurst.  The motion was carried with 20 for and 4 abstentions. 
 
It was queried why the committee had to resign each year and it was explained that as a 
charity, members are not allowed to be elected to a fixed term like parish councillors and 
had to be re-elected at the AGM. 
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9. Any Other Business 
 
It was requested that photographs and a small resume of the newly elected committee be 
displayed in the hall and on the website so that villagers can see who is on the committee.   
 
It was also requested that a list of activities available in the village hall be displayed on notice 
boards and the website to help people new to the village. The chair will contact hirers to 
obtain permission to display contact details to comply with the new General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR). 
 
With regard to the replacement of the flooring in the Miller Barn which had come to the end 
of its useful life, there was a lively discussion on the choice of flooring and the impact on a 
small number of hirers. The committee had tried very hard to accommodate all the hirers 
needs but inevitably there would have to be some compromises by a small number of users, 
namely tap dancing and Irish dancing. Due to the percussive nature of these activities extra 
precautions are needed to ensure any damage would be covered by insurance. The Irish 
dance and children’s tap dance groups had agreed to use boards or protective covering but 
at the time of the meeting the committee were awaiting a response to an email that had been 
sent to the leader of the adult tap dance group who was away on holiday.  The Chair read 
out a portion of the email to the meeting and the general consensus was that the committees 
suggested compromise was reasonable.  There was a small number of people against the 
proposal who felt the tap dance group was being unfairly singled out and questioned the 
difference between damage and fair wear and tear. Mr Roy Allen (committee member) read 
out a statement from  The House of Commons Culture, Media and Sports Committee Report 

regarding the type of damage that is sustained by the floor by different activities to highlight 
the committee’s position. 
 
The sycamore tree next to the Miller barn had grown very large and there was concern that 
the roots could be undermining the village hall and nearby property foundations. Although 
the tree was not the remit of the committee a surveyor would be on site when the floor in the 
Miller Barn was lifted to investigate and report on any action that might be needed. 
 
Mrs Ashurst and Mrs Catherine Pendrill-Coster gave the chair a vote of thanks for her 
handling of the meeting 
 
10. Close of Meeting 
 
The meeting closed at 15.10pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200304/cmselect/cmcumeds/587/587we11.htm
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